216                       A SERIOUS ATTACK.

commendable prudence, taken his measures to be ready for a
possible attack. He placed the baggage, elephants and cav-
alry in front, while with the heavy-armed troops lie held the
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rear. When the Carthaginians, in this order, "were passing
through a ravine very difficult of access, and closed in by
steep and rugged heights, . . . the barbarians, having, mean-
while, assembled together in great numbers, made a sudden
attack." The column had apparently made some progress
through the defile, but the barbarians, who had secretly lined
the heights bordering upon it, " advancing along the sides of
the mountain " as fast as the Carthaginians through the de-
file, rolled rocks and hurled stones upon them, and spread
such confusion and disorder in the ranks as to cause the loss
of a vast number of men, beasts of burden and horses.
Though but few, and these the most active of the barbarians,
could clamber up the steep sides of the ravine, it was difficult
to cope with this attack ; but, as the bulk of the barbarians
had apparently fallen on the rear-guard as it was moving up
the Seez slope, they were more easily held in check. Hanni-
bal saw at once that if he was able to hold thft tnnnf.Ti nf. The elephants were all but dead before they got forage. In three
